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A MESSAGE TO READERS OF 
HISTORIA MATHEMATICA FROM THE CHAIRMAN 
OF THE INTERNATIONAL COMMISSION ON THE 
HISTORY OF MATHEMATICS 
At the beginning of Volume 6 of Historia Mathematics a few 
words are in order to inform our readers about changes that have 
been made during the past year as a consequence of Professor 
Kenneth 0. May’s sudden death on December 1, 1977. Once the 
journal was securely established, Professor May wished to pass 
on editorial work and other responsibilities gradually to younger 
colleagues, and this he had already begun to do at the time of 
his death. He also wished to secure the journal’s future by 
providing Historia Mathematics with sound financial backing. 
This was accomplished by transferring, as of January 1977, the 
business of production and printing of HM to a commercial 
publisher, Academic Press of New York City. 
The first priority following Ken May’s death was the 
appointment of a new editor for the journal. As Chairman of 
the International Commission on the History of Mathematics I 
was responsible for canvassing the Executive Board for nomina- 
tions and discussions of suitable candidates. It was finally 
agreed that Joseph W. Dauben, then Managing Editor of the 
j ournal , ought to be invited to assume the position of Editor. 
This made it necessary to seek a new Managing Editor, and by 
May.of 1978 Esther R. Phillips was appointed by the Executive 
Board in this capacity. In this way the International Commis- 
sion on the History of Mathematics was able to ensure uninter- 
rupted publication of the journal, and so, with this Volume 6 
of Historia Mathematics, the imprint on the inside front cover 
has been altered accordingly. 
The International Commission 011 the History of Mathematics 
and the readers of Historia Mathematics have every reason to 
thank the present editor, managing editor, and all their colla- 
borators for their services during this difficult period of 
transition. Through their combined efforts it has been possible 
to continue publication without interruption or delay after the 
great loss of Professor May, the journal’s founder. We are 
especially grateful to Herbert H. Lehman College of the City 
University of New York for the support it has given to Professors 
Dauben and Phi 11 ips , and to the Institute for the History of 
Philosophy of Science and Technology of the University of Toronto 
for providing office facilities for the journal’s editorial 
assistant, Laura Roebuck, until the entire production of the 
journal could be moved to New York City. 
111 particular, it is appropriate at this moment to thank 
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Laura Roebuck for her extremely conscientious work during the past 
year. As Ken May’s editorial assistant, she continued to work for 
Historia Mathematics throughout 1978, typing all manuscripts and 
handling most aspects of journal production through all of Volume 
5. In addition to HM she also prepared the second edition of the 
Commission’s “World Directory of Historians of Mathematics” for 
press. The material for this new edition, published this year 
by the University of Toronto Press, represents the continuation 
of that enterprise. We are happy to express publicly our gratitude 
to Laura Roebuck for her extraordinary efforts and excellent services 
by dedicating this issue of Historia Mathematics to her. 
Herzlichen Dank! 
Christoph J. Scriba 
Chairman, International 
Commission on the History 
of Mathematics 
